
 

 

 
 

Graduations 
 

Sholom and Alma Sussman’s grandson, Eric Jacob Stone, graduated with honors from 
Lakeland High School in Shrub Oak, NY.  He is attending the SUNY School of         
Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, NY where he is studying biology. 
 

The Sussman’s granddaughter, Rachel Holtzberg, is in her second year of pre-med at 
Emory University in Atlanta, GA. 
 

Weddings 
 

Melissa Brody, Shirley Brody’s granddaughter, married her soul mate, Jeremy Keller, 
on September 6, 2008. 
 

Brian Tranchida, grandson of Inez Lief, is engaged to marry Melissa Madigan.  Brian 
originally from Avon, CT and Melissa from Farmington, CT, live in Charleston, SC 
where they are planning a May 24, 2009 wedding. 
 

Joshua Samuel Wiener, grandson of Hannah Wiener, married Dana Lauren Yazmer on 
August 31, 2008 at the Riverview in Simsbury. Joshua works as an area representative 
for a local orthopedics company and Dana is a specialist for Rogo Distributors.   
 

Bar Mitzvahs 
 

Sholom and Alma Sussman’s grandson, Jacob Benjamin Sussman, was Bar Mitzvah’d 
on August 31, 2008 in Wayland, MA. 
 

Other News 
 

Anne Watstein spent the Rosh Hashanah holidays in Las Vegas where her grandson is 
now Assistant Rabbi at a large conservative synagogue. Anne was honored by opening 
the Ark. The sermon that Rabbi Adam Watstein preached meant a great deal to her. 
 

Gertrude Zemmel’s granddaughter, Mollie Zemmel, will be spending some time study-
ing in Florence, Italy.  Mollie, who’s a Hotel & Restaurant Management student, is         
currently enrolled at Endicott College in Beverly, Massachusetts.   

 
 
SummerWood had quite a few international visitors who traveled to the United States to 
visit their family members.  
 
 

· SW member Mr. Harvey Saffeir’s daughter, Tspora Zerbib, and her family visited from 
France! 
 

· SW member Mrs. Lillian Sodafsky’s granddaughter, Cara Case, and her family visited 
from London! 
 

· SW member Mrs. Sara Rulnick’s grandson, Jonathan, wife Debbie, granddaughter 
Debbi, husband David and their families visited from Israel!  
 

 

 

Hoffman SummerWood Community 
(SummerWood) was honored to take part in 
the 14th Annual National Assisted Living 
Week. Approximately one million seniors 
and individuals with disabilities participated 
in this week long celebration beginning,  
Sunday, September 7th (Grandparents Day) 
and ending on Saturday, September 13th. 
 

This year’s theme for the annual celebration 
was “Filling Life with Love.” When the 
committee first heard what this year’s theme 
would be, they began thinking of exactly 
how we fill our members life with love. Is it 
how we help them put on their jacket or give 
them a hug when they need it or even offer 
them a cool drink on a hot summer day? The       
committee finally agreed that what the staff 
of SummerWood does better than our           
competitors is that we listen to our members.  
 

We willingly take time to listen to the         
individual stories of their various life          
experiences. Their stories allow employees 
to appreciate the strength, courage, wisdom 
and humor of our members. 
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A member of the Hebrew Health Care family 
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To demonstrate our staff’s special        
relationship with our members, every  
employee was invited to write down 
what is unique about the person that 
they were assigned. The remarks, which 
ranged from a member’s heroic            
experiences of World War II to another 
member’s keen business sense, were   
collected, typed and encased in a clear 
glass frame. A special ceremony was 
held on Wednesday, September 10th for 
the members and staff of SummerWood.   
 

At the ceremony, staff read aloud their 
recognitions in front of members, staff 
and guests. The members were         
pleasantly surprised to find out that the 
employees knew so much about them 
just by listening to some of their fondest 
memories. You could see them smiling 
and nodding their heads as they listened 
to the remarks made about them and the 
other members by the people who care 
for them everyday. 
 

Following the ceremony, the members 
enjoyed hot hors d’oeuvres, drinks and 
entertainment provided by the talented 
Connecticut Bristol Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Club. This event provided Summer-
Wood with another opportunity to 
strengthen the relationship between 
members and employees! 

Pictured: SummerWood members and 
framed mementos at the “Filling Life With 
Love” event 



 

 

 

Elizabeth (Betty) Pugliese is SummerWood’s current fitness instructor.  Betty brings to 
SummerWood her energetic spirit along with her vast knowledge of fitness.  Her        
experience ranges from ballet, ballroom and tap dancing to strength training.  For many 
years, Betty owned and operated Elaine Powers Figure Salons in Hartford, New Britain 
and New Haven and was a contributing writer for the National Elaine Powers Figure 
Salons Personnel Training Manual. Betty will be conducting the following fitness 
classes: 1) low impact aerobics, designed to increase strength, flexibility and condition-
ing and 2) seated exercise classes, which is a fun way to get circulation going by 
stretching and increasing mobility and allows our members with limited mobility to 

take part in our exercise classes. Betty’s fitness classes are 
held Monday, Wednesday and Friday, between 1:15 pm and 
2:15 pm. We are pleased to have Betty as a part of our    
extended SummerWood family. 

There was much laughter and excitement on Wednesday, September 3, 2008, as   
SummerWood members, their family and friends prepared to enjoy a relaxing three hour 
cruise around Manhattan Island.  The sun was shining brightly as members wearing their   
fluorescent green “Ask Me about SummerWood” t-shirts boarded the coach bus          
accompanied by Patricia Vega (Activity Manager), John Buccini (Program Coordinator) 
and Lilly Mae Stewart (Sous Chef). 
 

The day held many special moments and surprises for our members. During the cruise, 
Mr. & Mrs. Sussman and Mr. & Mrs. Schnipper, both former NY residents, were able to 
visit places they never had a chance to see in their prior travels of New York, including 
the Statue of Liberty, as well as 25 other world renowned landmarks. Minna Panzer was 
pleasantly surprised when her son, Jonathan, and granddaughter, Kari, both of Ithaca, 
NY appeared on the boat. The surprise reunion was arranged by Carol Mihal, Minna’s 

daughter, and John Buccini, who managed to keep 
the arrangements a secret until the day of the 
cruise. All had a great time and are looking        
forward to the next adventure! 
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Pictured: Betty Pugliese, fitness instructor 

SummerWood members, family, 
friends and staff pose before 
boarding the bus to New York. 

 

 

 

It is an exciting time at SummerWood as we watch the new wing being built on the 
north side of our current building. One needs only to glance out of the windows on the 
north side to see that the SummerWood expansion project continues right on schedule.  
The structure has been raised, the roof has been installed and the windows erected.         
Currently, the contractors are working on the mechanical and plumbing systems, put-
ting in showers, ductwork and Whalen units for the HVAC system on the first floor. The 
wooden clap board (which gives SummerWood it’s distinct appearance) is now being 
installed.  

As we watch the new building appear, we envision our current and future members    
enjoying the renovated Wellness center, Dining and Community rooms. The current 
lobby, that our members love to use to talk with their neighbors, read and listen to     

music, will be redecorated with new colors and  
furnishings in attractive fabrics and textures. The 
dining room will be expanded to seat one hundred  
members and will include a special serving area for 
our waitstaff.  

The expansion will allow more seniors to benefit 
from the superior services and exceptional lifestyle 
that SummerWood has to offer. The new luxury 
apartments will be available in May of 2009. To 
arrange a tour, please call Valerie Bartos or      
Anabela Ferreira at 860.523.3808. 
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Ida Levenglick has called Hoffman SummerWood Community her home since        
November, 2006. Ida has embraced all that SummerWood has to offer. She is one of 
our most skilled athletes, excelling in basketball and the winter 
Olympics.  Ida, along with teammate Hannah Wiener, were 
among the top competitors at the West Hartford Senior Center’s 
Wii Bowling competition, held on August 14th, and brought 
home a third place prize trophy. Ida is also one of our biggest 
supporters, encouraging other members to get involved with 
SummerWood’s sport and fitness related activities.  She loves to 
share with us that her last name “Levenglick” means “Good 
Luck” and it was our good luck that Ida came to live at        
SummerWood! 
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Pictured: Ida Levenglick 

Picture of new SummerWood wing 


