
 

 

 
 

Bat Mitzvahs 
 

Devorah Lehrer observed the Bat Mitvah of her great niece, Allison Paige Miller, on 
March 21st at the Congregation Beth Israel in West Hartford, CT. 
 

Bar Mitzvah 
Devorah Lehrer observed the Bar Mitvah of her grandson, Aidan Samuel, on June 6th   
at the Congregation Tikvoh Chadoshoh in Bloomfield, CT. 
 

Graduations 
 

Devorah Lehrer’s granddaughter, Ilene Godofsky, graduated from the Rhode Island 
School of Design on May 30th. 
 

Gertrude Zemmel’s grandson, Benjamin Zemmel, graduated with a Masters Degree 
from Boston University on May 10th. 
 

Betty Jacobs granddaughter, Rachel Edricks, graduated with a Masters Degree from 
Columbia University School of Social Work on Saturday, May 16th. 
 

Weddings 
 

Anne Watstein’s grandson, Rabbi Adam Watstein, married Angelina Gilshtey on      
Sunday, May 31, 2009. Adam and Angelina will make their home in Las Vegas, NV. 
 

Proms 
 

Minna Panzer’s grandson David Mihal attended his first prom in May. David, who 
looked dashing in his tuxedo, was accompanied by Julia Caveden. They both attend 
Glastonbury High School. 
 

Births 
 

Sarah Cappel is celebrating the births of her new great grandsons.  Twins, Finnegan and 
Reeve Grossman, were born in May 2009. Their parents are Todd and Tammy 
Grossman.  The family lives in New York. 
 

SummerWood Olympics MVP’sSummerWood Olympics MVP’s  
 

Wii Tennis Ball Darts Scrabble 
Silvia Pasternak Verna Moidel Betty Jacobs 
Blue Team Green Team Purple Team 
 

Wii Bowling Soccer Spelling Bee 
Ruth Edelson Herbert Pasternak Vita Gellin 
Green Team Blue Team Purple Team 
 

Basketball Rummikub Balloon Volleyball 
Anita Ringler Anne Watstein Minna Panzer 
Green Team Blue Team Red Team 
 

Wii Baseball Billiard Jeopardy 
Victor Greenberg Saul Halfond  Pearl Beck 
Red Team Red Team Red Team 

 

 

Excitement was in the air as the Manager Team proudly informed Joan Carney, SummerWood’s     
Executive Director, that she was the recipient of the Assisted Living Federation of America’s (ALFA) 
2009 National Hero Award in the Executive Director category! ALFA is a professional association 
dedicated to companies that manage assisted living communities for seniors. 
 
The prestigious Hero Award is an annual award that honors recipients for their extraordinary service 
and commitment to senior living residents and their families. Joan was surprised and elated to learn 
that she had been secretly nominated by her team and had actually won this distinguished award. 
Once the announcement had been made, the preparation for Joan to receive her award began. A film 
crew was dispatched from ALFA to film Joan performing her day-to-day tasks. Although scheduled to 
be at SummerWood for just two hours, the crew loved SummerWood so much they were here the    
entire day!  The completed video can be viewed on the ALFA website. 
 
A special reception was held at SummerWood to announce to members and staff that Joan was the 
winner of the Hero Award.  Joan was greeted by heartfelt applause and congratulations as she entered 
the room to acknowledge the members, her employees and other executives. 
 
On May 5th, Joan, accompanied by her colleagues, traveled to Philadelphia, PA to attend the ALFA 
conference where Joan not only received the Hero Award, but she was also presented the Best of the 
Best award for the “Positive Promotions - Waitstaff Incentive Program” in the Human Resources 
category.  Congratulations Joan Carney, you deserve all the praise! 
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A member of the Hebrew Health Care family 
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Pictured: l to r: Chris Carter, CALA       
President, Valerie Bartos, SummerWood      
Director of Community Relations, Bonnie 
Gauthier, Hebrew Health Care President and 
CEO, Joan Carney, SummerWood Executive       
Director, Janice Gibson, Assisted Living    
Services Agency Director, and David Houle,    
Hebrew Health Care Executive Vice       
President and CFO 

 



 

 

 

Residents of Hoffman SummerWood Community exhibited their artwork recently at an 
event organized by art instructor, Paul Gobell, and SummerWood activity manager, 
Patricia Vega.  The exhibit, attended by residents, staff and community guests, allowed 
our artists to display their amazingly creative paintings alongside Mr. Gobell’s.  Mr. 
Gobell’s work has been exhibited in museums and galleries, including the New Britain 
Museum of American Art and Maskarades in New  
Orleans. He has been sharing his talent for art with the 
members of SummerWood for seven years. 
 

Thirty-five beautiful paintings were displayed 
throughout the room as guests mingled with the      
artists and munched on cheese, crackers and fruit. 
Splashes of brilliant color, paintings featuring fragrant 
roses, magnificent landscapes and still life images 
enlivened the room as the residents chatted excitedly 
about their unique art experience. Everyone who     
attended the exhibit was delighted to see the visually 
stimulating art work that showcased abstract,              
impressionistic and realistic styles. More exhibitions 
will be scheduled throughout the year. 
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The SummerWood Olympics ended the year with 
great excitement and camaraderie. The Olympic 
games began four years ago with the goal that our 
members remain physically and mentally active 
from January through April when the weather is too 
cold for outside activities. The games consist of: 
Wii Bowling, Baseball, Tennis, Spelling Bee, Ball 
Darts, Balloon Volleyball, Soccer, Scrabble,    
Rummikub, Billiards and Jeopardy/Trivia. 
 

Our first place winners were the “Blue” team,     
followed by the “Red” team, the “Green” team and 
the “Purple” team. On April 20th, a ceremony was 
held for all of the participants with certificates 
handed out to the Most Value Player (MVP) on 
each team. Everyone who participated in the   
Olympics received ribbons that were worn proudly 
all day.  The MVP’s are listed on the back page in 
the Mazel Tov section of this newsletter. 

Pictured front row-l to r: Anne Watstein, Ann 
Kagel, Hannah Wiener, Frieda Kaplan. 
Pictured second row-l to r: Roselyn Cohen, 
Herbert Pasternak, Silvia Pasternak, Beatrice 
Rosenberg. 
Picture third row-l to r: Estelle Leppo, Yetta 
Eigen, Victor Greenberg, Saul Halfond and Lee 
Birnbaum 

Pictured above l. to r. Carol Paul, Betty   
Jacobs, Gertrude Zemmel, Pearl Beck, Paul 
Gobell (art instructor), Lee Birnbaum and 
Stephen Goodman 

 

 

 

The rainy and windy day did not deter Saul Halfond and Stephen Goodman from eagerly 
looking forward to their trip. Two of SummerWood’s biggest baseball fans, Saul and 
Steve were delighted to visit the new and improved Yankee Stadium in New York City to 
watch the Yankees play Tampa Bay. Some of the stadium improvements featured bigger 
seats with more leg room and an increase in the number of private luxury suites. They 
were accompanied by John Buccini (Program Coordinator) and Susan Rohrig (RN 
SALSA) who were equally excited by this excursion. The outing was made extra special 

because of the Yankee Legend Suite tickets 
that were donated by Jeffrey Hoffman and 
entitled them to special perk-s such as a free 
meal at the fabulous Legends Restaurant and 
excellent seats right behind first base.       
According to John Buccini, “Saul actually 
played semi-professional baseball in New 
York and has seen all the great players play 
including Babe Ruth”. Steve is our biggest 
sport fanatic at SummerWood and recalls the 
last time he visited Yankee Stadium was in 
1961. Steve can still recite the names of all 
of the players that played that year and the 
detail of their statistics. Kudos to Mr.     
Hoffman and the activity department for 
their continuing efforts to brighten the lives 
of our SummerWood members. 
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Pictured: Anita Ringler 

Pictured: Saul Halfond and Stephen Goodman 
at Yankee Stadium 

Originally from New York City, Anita Ringler has made    
Hoffman SummerWood her home since March of 2005.     
Anita relocated to Connecticut to be closer to her son-in-law 
Joseph.  Having an avid interest in sports and blessed with a 
natural athletic ability, Anita loves participating in sport related 
activities and was awarded the Most Valuable player in the  
basketball category for the 2009 Olympics. She also enjoys  
music of all types and is always one of the first to arrive for the 
musical performances. Anita has two devoted grandchildren; 
Olivia, who makes her home in New York with her husband 
and child and Anna, who lives in Boston with her husband.   
We are proud Anita is a part of our SummerWood family. 


