
 

 

 
 

Senta Brown Celebrates Her One Hundredth Birthday! 
 

Senta Bodenheimer was born March 2, 1910 in Bad Nauheim, Germany. Her parents both 
died when she was very young. Senta had one brother, Rabbi Hans Bodenheimer. She married 
Fred Brown in August 1924 in Germany and was married for thirty-five years. Senta and her 
husband had one son, Dr. Louis Brown. In 1938, Senta and her family immigrated to the 
United States from Germany. 
 

Senta immediately acclimated herself to life in the United States. Citing her need to treat all 
people equally, she provided food and lodging to numerous Holocaust survivors and cared for 
foster children from distressed homes. As a tribute to her life work, Senta has been recognized 
by The Connecticut General Assembly on Connecticut Immigrant Day for her "achievement, 
leadership and commitment to Connecticut.” 
 

Senta’s hobbies include knitting, painting, cooking, baking, and she played the "nickel" slot   
machines at the casino until the age of 96. She has a special fondness for bingo and plays at 
least twice a week. She volunteered for over 20 years by calling bingo at the Jewish         
Community Center. Senta loves to listen to German music and her favorite colors are green 
and brown. She enjoys reciting poetry and singing to her three grandchildren and eight great 
grandchildren. When asked what her secret to longevity is, Senta replied “Good eating and 
chocolate, chocolate and more chocolate.”  
 

SummerWood was honored to help Senta commemorate her birthday with a festive            
celebration on March 2, 2010. The party featured entertainer Tom Callahan and cupcakes 
decorated in her favorite colors. Senta’s family and friends were here to help her observe her 
100th birthday with gifts and even framed proclamations from Governor Jodi Rell and West 
Hartford Mayor, Scott Slifka! 

 
Picture: Front row Senta Brown 
Picture: Back row Senta’s grandson, Dr. Steven 
Brown and his wife Sandy Brown, and Senta’s 
daughter-in-law Trudi Brown with Senta’s son 
Dr. Louis Brown 

Picture: Senta Brown proudly holding her State of   
Connecticut Proclamation 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SummerWood jumpstarted the New Year by 
celebrating its ninth year anniversary with a 
rocking party! On January 14th, members and 
employees made their way into the festively 
decorated dining room to attend the fetè that  
included hot hors d’oeuvres, champagne and an   
exceptional entertainment program. 
 
Everyone was busy eating and chatting, and 
were completely taken by surprise when Joan       
Carney, Executive Director, as “Kandy” and 
Valerie Bartos, Director of Community          
Relations, Karen Mudgett, Manager of          
Operations and Patricia Vega, Activity       
Manager, as back-up singers, “The Kisses”, 
stepped outside of their daily roles to perform 
the opening act. Sporting vibrant blue, purple 
and green wigs, “Kandy and the Kisses”     
made their debut with their soulful rendition of  
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the classic hit song, “It’s in his Kiss” also 
known as the “Shoop Shoop” song, made 
popular by a variety of past and present     
singers. Choreographed dance moves          
accompanied the song as Kandy’s lead vocals 
resonated throughout the room. Members and 
employees thoroughly enjoyed watching 
Kandy and the Kisses in action. 
 

Following the first act, John Buccini, entered 
the dining room wearing dark shades and a red 
scarf and, much to the amusement of the 
guests, began strumming his guitar while lip 
syncing to Neil Diamond’s song “Cracklin’ 
Rosie”. Just as everyone was getting into 
John’s act, out came Robert J. McArthur, the 
renowned professional Neil Diamond          
impersonator wearing the famous costume 
from the movie The Jazz Singer! “Neil” 
 performed memorable songs including: 
"Sweet Caroline", "Song Sung Blue", "Love 
On The Rocks", "America", "September 
Morning", "Cherry Cherry" and "You Don't 
Bring Me Flowers".  
 

The show was extremely energetic with   
members and staff dancing, singing and    
clapping along to the music. The pinnacle of 
the show occurred when “Neil Diamond” 
strolled through the audience and presented 
the members with a satin, autographed, scarf 
that he personally draped around their necks. 
SummerWood’s ninth anniversary party was a 
tremendous success because of great team-
work and the appreciation of our members!  

Pictured l to r: Valerie Bartos, Joan Carney, “Neil Diamond”,   
Karen Mudgett, Patricia Vega and John Buccini 
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Sunday, February 7th, after months of intricate planning, SummerWood introduced the 
first breakfast buffet offered exclusively to members. The buffet was elegantly        
presented in the dining room. The formally dressed waitstaff was available to assist the 
members with their choices. The menu consisted of roasted rib eye steak, grilled 
salmon fillet, herb baked chicken breast, omelets, pancakes, various salads and an    
assortment of scrumptious desserts. A glass of champagne or mimosa was also served 
with brunch. The members raved about the food and enjoyed the company of their 
friends. The next breakfast buffet is scheduled for March 14, 2010. 
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How well do you know your spouse? Two SummerWood couples put their vast     
knowledge of their spouse to the test when they played the first ever Not-So-Newly-Wed 
game. Mr. and Mrs. Harry and Marilyn Kimelman, married for sixty-four years and Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel and Natalie Schulman, married for fifty-eight years, were up for the 
challenge on February 12th as they squared off against each other for this friendly   
competition appropriately scheduled for the Friday before Valentine’s Day. 
 

A variety of ten questions were asked of the couples. Questions included “What is your 
wife’s favorite food?”, “Where did you go on your first date with your wife?”, “What is 
your husband’s favorite sports team?” and “Does your husband prefer wine, beer or  
neither?” The couples, as well as the audience of members and employees, all had a 
great time laughing at the answers and comments of the couples. The contest was 
evenly matched as the husbands and wives guessed what their spouses would say. A tie 
breaker was held to determine the winners. The Schulmans won the first prize, a gift 
card to a local restaurant, Ruby Tuesday, and the Kimelmans won the second prize of 
lunch for two in the SummerWood Dining Room. Congratulations and thanks to the       
Schulmans and Kimelmans for helping to bring great entertainment to SummerWood! 

Photo of formally decorated dining room table Photo of members seated from l. to r. Sidney 
Zeidner, Pearl Beck, Devorah Lehrer, Saul       
Halfond, Elizabeth Lederer and Carol Zeidner 
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Hoffman SummerWood Community has added a new social club to its list of activities. 
The knitting club is the latest club available to members. The knitting club just happened 
to be having the first meeting, as SummerWood’s maintenance technician, Richard (Rick) 
Bober, was giving his wife, Deborah Zanella, a tour of SummerWood. A life-long fan of 
knitting since she was taught by her grandmother as a child, Deborah was compelled to 
volunteer her time and services to the knitting club. The knitting club is currently     
working on their first project, infant caps. For any member interested in joining, the club 
meets every Friday at 1:00 pm. 
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Selma Gordon was born in Newark, NJ and was raised in upper Manhattan. Yiddish was 
Selma’s first language and she studied it extensively while in school. Selma and her      
husband, Sam, were happily married for sixty-four years and had two daughters, Nancy 
and Judy. Selma and Sam lived in the Bronx for forty-three years until Sam retired; they 
then relocated to Boca Raton, FL, enjoying twenty-one wonderful years in the Florida sun. 
Selma has been at SummerWood since 2004 and quickly became one of the most           

 

Picture: Selma Gordon 
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Hoffman SummerWood Community Executive Director, Joan Carney, and Director of    
Community Relations, Valerie Bartos, recently visited a West Hartford neighborhood to 
introduce our delicious kosher home-made matzo ball soup. For many years, matzo ball 
soup has been known by such aliases as "Jewish chicken soup" or "Jewish penicillin" and 
there have been studies proving the medicinal benefits of the soup. The inspiration for the 
name, Matzo Ball Soup Troupe, stemmed from our desire to reach out to our neighbors in 
the community who may be isolated and would benefit from some warm soup on a cold 
day. From those who have been visited, the soup certainly made a cold day seem much 
warmer! The kosher, matzo ball soup is prepared by SummerWood’s award winning    
executive chef, Randolph “Scotty” Scott. In addition to the staff, SummerWood          
residents have also gotten involved with the program by enthusiastically assembling     
the creative soup packages and have even volunteered to accompany the drivers on     
their next soup delivery. 

recognizable faces here. Selma’s likeness has appeared on the 
SummerWood website and her photographs have been used in      
numerous marketing campaigns. Selma acquired a great love for art, 
music, literature, and nature from her father and she continues to   
attend museums, plays and concerts. Selma recently became a part 
of our SummerWood activity program and currently facilitates the 
Yiddish discussion group. Selma is a picture-perfect example of 
someone who continues to have a zest for life, family and learning 
and enjoys a vibrant, active lifestyle at SummerWood. 


